Joseph (Thompson) Monkhouse
30, Captain, 

6 Bn Durham Light Infantry (Territorial)

Ypres Menin Gate (unknown)

KIA 27/4/1915

Son of Octavius and Mary Hannah Monkhouse, of "Fairfield," Stanhope, Co. Durham; husband of Bessie Vickers Brown-Humes (formerly Monkhouse), of Prospect House, Hamsterley, Witton-le-Wear, Co. Durham. Was an old Christ's Hospital boy and a Territorial Officer for several years prior to the War. 
(Commonwealth War  Graves Commission)

Census & other records available on Ancestry web site

Born 1885 Weardale, Durham the eldest son of (2 brothers and a sister) Octavius and Mary Monkhouse

1891 Weardale, Durham eldest of 2b 1s. Father is a farmer and inn keeper.

1901 Age 15 at London – Christ’s Hospital – Bluecoat School, Horsham, West Sussex. (1896-1901)------ http://www.christs-hospital.org.uk/
1911 at Cows Hill, Wearhead, Co. Durham. Single, employed as a Quarry Manager. Living at parents home

1911 Marriage to Bessie Vickers Martindale (Medal card gives (widow) address as Westgate House, Westgate-in-Weardale, Co Durham. - she re-married OND 1923 to become Brown Humes

He attended school at Christ's Hospital (the 'original' Bluecoats School. The family lived at Weardale where his father was a farmer, inn keeper/hotelier as well as interests in quarrying. He leased the Llangynog Granite Quarry (or Monkhouse or Maker's Quarry) (OS SJ048264)

Casualty List WW1 - 

Medal Card. Awards & Index – disembarked France 19 April 15. address as Westgate House, Westgate-in-Weardale, Co Durham

Soldiers Effects = legate widow Mrs Bessie Vickers Monkhouse

Ancestry Family Tree

Nat Arch 
Officer file not found at WO 339

Memorials 

Cowshill War Memorial

http://www.newmp.org.uk/article.php?categoryid=99&articleid=1203&displayorder=23      page has link to St Thomas window memorial – also = his brother Alfred Tatum was killed in a cycling accident three months after Joseph KIA – also newspaper reports of the window dedication service.
Memorial window at St Thomas Heatherycleugh Cowshill City Durham – east window

‘To the glory of God and in loving memory of Capt Joseph Thompson Monkhouse 6th DLI killed in action April 26th 1915 also of Alfred Tatam Monkhouse who died July 22nd 1915’ Joseph was a quarry manager before going to war. – see below

https://www.flickr.com/photos/davewebster14/8093348714/in/photostream/
Masonic Hall roll of honour 

http://www.newmp.org.uk/article.php?categoryid=100&articleid=1&displayorder=19
Details = Territorial since 1907 = an electrical engineer initiated into Hudson Lodge No 2791 Durham 6 Feb 1907. Passed 6 March 07 and raised 3 April 07 resigning in 1913. Founder member of Stanhope Lodge No 3520. – wife Bessie Vickers Brown  Humes formerly Monkhouse of Prospect House Hamsterley Witton le Wear Co Durham.
Times Newspaper 1915 (Times 1/5/15) he had left for the front on April 19. Before war employed as managing director of Llangynog stone quarry (owned by father). Educated at Christ's Hospital. He leaves a widow and one child (Ellen MG Monkhouse b July 1912)

Border Counties Advertiser (BCA) – local newspaper in Oswestry – full text to follow)
5 May (1915) extra detail = lived at Stanley Place, Oswestry with his wife and child.
BCA 5/5/15 plus memorial service 8/9/20 - lists him as Quarry Man??? Llangynog.

BCA 5/5/15 & 8/9/20
Shropshire Mines & Quarries – (published book full details not currently to hand but can be)
Quarry was leased by his Father, Octavian Monkhouse

Situated ¼ mile NW Llangynog on SW bank of Afon Eirth.

Activity started early 1900s and lasted to 1936. Leased to Ceiriog Granite Company 1928 which pass assigned it to British Quarrying Company. In 1935 lease taken over by Consolidated Trust Ltd.

Account from Battalion War Diary/History  -- Reference to be confirmed 

At 10.30. am. on the 26th April the 6th Bn. Durham L.I .was put under the orders of Lt. Col. Bridgeford, King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, and in conjunction with two companies of the King’s Shropshire L.I. were ordered to take up a line Level Crossing D.26.B. Hill 37.D.20.A. so as to bring a ﬂank fire to bear on the enemy, who was reported to have broken through in D.14 and to be moving in a south-easterly direction. The Battalion came under fire at 11.17.a.m. with its right moving through FREZENBERG on to the level crossing in D.26.B.
The companies on the left lost heavily from shell fire. The left companies of the 6th Bn. Durham L.I. reached Hill 37. where the trenches were found to be occupied by the men of the lst Rifle Brigade. At about 6.p.m. Lt.Col Bridgeford ordered the Battalion to move to the road in square D.21; this road was reached at 8.p.m.
Three companies were sent at 9.p.m. to reinforce the Hampshire Regiment: the remaining company was sent to the Level crossing in D.26.B. to bring up rations.
At 3.p.m. two of the three companies which had been sent to reinforce the Hampshire Regiment returned, their presence not being required by the O/c Hampshire Regt. The remaining company under Lt. Welsh remained and was put into a trench in the area occupied by the Hampshire Regt.
The remainder of the Battalion moved back to the line level crossing square D.26.B.-Hill 37 – square D.20.A.
At 5p.m. on the 27th Capt. Cummin’s company was ordered to take up a position to fill in the gap between the Hampshire Regt  and the Northumberland Fusiliers. There was considerable difficulty in supplying the companies in the trenches with food and water.
The two companies in the trenches were relieved on the night Apl.30/May 1st.
The losses of the Battalion during this period were:-
Officers                               Killed     2
Wounded 12
Other ranks                        Killed     29
Wounded    224
Missing    33
Most of the losses were suffered during the advance under shell fire on the 26th April to the line Level Crossing – Hill 37.
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(Photos = no permissions)
Narrative DRAFT

Also killed was the second of Oswestry's officers, Captain Joseph (Thompson) Monkhouse , 6 Bn Durham Light Infantry, a Territorial unit raised in August 1914. The 6 Bn DLI arrived in France on 17 April 1915, he was killed on 27 April. He was not an Oswestrian, born in Weardale, County Durham in 1885. A public school boy, he had attended Christ's Hospital, Horsham, West Sussex, the original Bluecoat School, founded in 1552 by Edward VI. His father, Octavius Monkhouse, was variously a farmer, hotelier and innkeeper. He also had interests in quarrying and had leased the rights to the Llangynog Granite Quarry in the Tanat Valley. The quarry, located about 400 meters NW Llangynog on SW bank of Afon Eirth at OS ref SJ048264, is also called the Monkhouse or Maker quarry. Joseph came to Llangynog as the managing director and ran the business on behalf of his father. He lived at Stanley Place, Oswestry with his wife, Bessie, and child, Ellen, born in July 1912. 
DETAILS OF ACTION TO FOLLOW
